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1 COR. 5. x; 
For we know that if our Earthly Houſe of 


this Tabernacle be diſſolved, we have 
a Building of God, an Houſe not made 
with Hands, Eternal in the Heawens. 


4 
„ 


IH ESE Words do plainly ſet forth an un- 
doubted Expe dation of an Immortal and 
Glorious State of Happineſs, after this 
Mortal one ſhall be expired: For if in thie 
© Life only we bave Hope in Chriſt, we are 
of all Men moſt miſerable. It was the bleſſed Hope 
and happy Aſſurance of an Immortal and Eternal Lite, 
that has carry'd fo many heroic Souls above all the 
Indignities they have been expoſed to in this Life, and 
which ſo much ſupported the holy Apoſtle St. Paul, 
under all the Perſecutions he endured for his Sincerity 
and faithful Diligence in Preaching the vo 
_ ;. nay, it ſeems to be the ſole Foundation 
his Happinefs. 3 ES. 
In the preceding Chapter, he ſhews, that all the 
Sufferings and Dangers himſelf and thoſe that were 
engag d with him underwent, did redound to the 
raiſeof God's Power, intimated in theſe Words. 
We are troubled on every ſide, yet not diſtreſſed; we 
are perplexed, bur not in deſpair ; perſecuted, but 
tor forſaken, caſt down, but not dfrged . 
And then in ſome following Verſes, we find ſet 
down, not only what _ they were to the Church 
2 in 


RR TS, IC 
* 2 a 
i * 1 bY * : 
/ Oo 
nnr . 


2 ; 
= — — — — 


4 
WS | 
= 
. 
4 
** 
! 

7 

2 

3 F 

| 


ledge and: full Aſſurance of Immortal Happineſs, 


— _— — — 
2 8 5 — 3 — — 
n og. 
—U—ñũ ñ m 46s Gow — weary, i " 
. 


„ 


1 Pl.0o tun Moore TW 


in general; but the Apolile's own, as well as their 
ExpeCtation of Immortality ; —— For which cauſe 
we faint not + but the' our outward man periſh, yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day, For our ligbt 
Aﬀtitt;on,, which is but for a moment, worketh for us 


2 far more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory; 


while we look not at the things which are ſeen, but 
at the things which are not ſeen ;, for the things which 


are ſeen are temporal, but the things which are not ſeen 


are eternal: q. d. We look not, we don't mind the 
Things of this Life, ſo far as to hinder our Care and 
Concern about the Things of another Life,; the Things 
which are not ſeen with mortal Eyes, they are the 
Objects of our Deſire, and which we exerciſe our 
ſelves (through Grace) to obtain; for we walk here 
by Faith only, not by Sjghr.. And then begins the 
next Chapter with our Text, which is an Illuſtration 
of the Apoſtle and his Fellow-labourers, their Know- 
which they had arrived to: For we Anow that 7 
our earthly bouſe of this tabernacle be diſſolved, and 


The Apoſtle, in theſe Words, gives us a Deſcription 
of the Human Body, under the metaphorical Phraſe 


of the Eurthiy Houſe of. this Tabernacle, | of our Spirit 
be Body.] That as the Earthly Houſe is for the In- 


habitant to dwell'a ſhort time in, ſo this Body is for 


the preſent Refidence of the Soul; whoſe Excellency 


far tranſcends that of the Body, as the Inhabitant is 
more noble than rhe Houſe ; being ſeparable from the 
Houſe, as the Soul is from the Body, and equally as 


diltinct, and may alike ſubfiſt when deprived of either: 


—=- And notwithſtanding. the moſt curious Work- 
manſhip of the Body; all its Proportion is no way 


ſufficient to ſecure it from Storms and Tempeſts, nor 


hinder 


_ Heavens. 


he dainis Ajjurance of Happmeſs - $ 


hinder its being hurried and carried about like the 
Tent or Tabernacle of a weary Traveller. having no 
certain Place, but ſubject to every thing that can in- 
commode it, till it returns to Duſt and Aſhes, from 
whence it was formed. After which Diffolution of 
the Body, good Men K'N O W that they have | pro- 
vided 75 their Spirit a better Dwelling, | a Building 


of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 


Altho' theſe Words do refer to the Reæſerrection, 
and that a more glorious Building ſhall be for Body 
and Soul, when reunited and glorified, than the Body 
is at preſent for the Soul; yet the main drift of the 
Apoſtle ( as ſeveral have obſerved) is, not only, to 
expreſs the Evidence he and others had of Heaven 
and Happineſs ; but alſo, to give an excellent De- 
ſcription and laſting Aſſurance thereof: To this there- 
fore I ſhall have my chiefeſt regard. And all that 
T.fhall attempt from the general Deſign of theſe 
Words, are theſe Three Things : 


* I. To give you. a brief Repreſentation of the Scrip- 


ture Account of Happineſs. 


II. Obſerve the particular Manner the Apoſile uſes 
in his Repreſenting this Happineſs. 


IN.” Shew what great Aſſurunce the Saints have 
9 0 thereof, We know, c. 


deayour to make ſome Improvement of the Whole. 


I. lam 


1 ſhall ſpeak to each of theſe Heads, and then en- 


— —— — 
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ene Lam 


1 1 am ta giue your 4 brief R reſentation of the 
Se. Acrount of of edi. 


— of Happineſs depends upon Divine 
Revelation: But 1 f we had no Revelation to 
there's above this lower Region of 
the Air, and beyond theſe inferiox Orbs, which by 
the Erectneſs of our Countenances, naturally bv; 
tow pi we plainly ſee, and 2re fully convinc'd of. 
Ee Seite of Happineſs ee in the 
es?. wherein are manifeſted, —— That 
— — patient conrinumc in well-doing, feek for 
Gry, Honour; and mu, f, ſhalt. abrain Ererndl 
Life. That the Sheep of Chriff thall be placed on his 
Aar Hand, and a molt glorious Voice eccho forth, 
N rf rien: inherit the King- 
Fam the jownd h of the World. 
fr of Gad is Eternat Fife; through! Mur 
Chriſt our Lord who. will cauſe tha Righteous to ſhine 
as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father ; and they 


Phor term. 
Stars in the Brightneſs of the Firmament for ever and 
ever. What Expreſſions can be fuller than, 


excellent, that .the higheſt Expreſſions; one Hyperbole 
upon another, are ff equently uſed, and all together 


infulticient to make us comprehend. this Happineſs; 


Tor Eye hath not ſeen, vor hard, neither can it 
enter into the Heart of Man to conceive, what God 
bath an ered for themibet-love him. We often read of 
Tregfune in Haven; 2 Crown of Righteo nfneſs:; the 


125 rrtme with Chriſt” on bis Throne and rejening with Bin; 
and 4 * more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory : 


But he] Deſcription can parallel that magnificent one 
St. Fobn 


3 
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many unf Righteouſneſs, Hall ſhine 2s the 


thr God ſhall be all in al?  Belides, ir's' © very | 
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St. John gives of thoſe bliſsful Regions, in his Reve- 
lation? where he tells us of a City of pare Gold, with 
'  _ Gates of Pearl, and Walls of Precious Stones, Rivers 
| of Cryſtal, Trees of Life, Crowns and Thrones of 
S. And what an Admitation doth the P/alyj? 
break forth into, when he ſays, —— O how amiable 
are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! Bleſſed are 
they that dwell in thy Houſe, for they will he always 
Praiſing thee. Theſe Diſcoveries are 10 great, as to 
raiſe our Hopes and elevate our ExpeCtations after Hap- 
pineſs, and without doubt are deſigned 10 to do: But 
do great ſoever our Aſſurances are concerning the ſame, 
they will fall infinitely beneath the Dignity of ſo ſub- 
== 5 
And this, in ſhort, is the Repreſentation the Scrip- 
tures give of Happinels. 


; II. 1 ſhall now proceed tO Obſerve the parti en lar 
, Manner the Apoſile ufes in his Repreſentation of 4 
1 Happineſs. 55 5 

| | 1. St. Paul intimates, that as ſoon as be Earthly 


* ao + 
— — — — — — gum — 


I Touſe of this Tabernacle is diſſolv d, we habe a Build. 
7 Tr „„ Wag 

> f Which Words imply, That immediately after the . | 
r Diſſolution of the Body, the Spirit is received into 2 i 
i State of Happineſs, tho not ſo fully as both ſhall be: | 


>» | But as ſoon as the Soul is abſent from the Body, it's ö 
4 preſent with the Lord, who hath a Place for its Re- | 
f | ception: And therefore the Soul of Man after Death 
- *| doth exift and live in the ſeparate State. For the A- 


i poſtle doth not ſay, If the whote Man be. difſolved ; 
ut, If rhe earthly Howſe of this Tabernacle, i. e. this 
> | Body be diſſolved, we have a Building of God, a Place 
by in Heaven for them to dwell, And this is ratified by 

= t. 
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1 St. John, when he lays, — Neſſed are the dead that 
[i die in the Lord, — from benceforth, «Tags, which 
1 | is immediately after. theft. are dead: They are then 
Il preſently happy. For the Soul, it happy, * live, 
| and that in an active State, capable of a true and pro- 
per Poſſeſſion of Glory. There is nothing more con- 
picuous concerning the Immortality of the Soul, than 
from that Inſtance.of God's calling himſelf the God of 
. . Abraham, I/aze, and . acob 400 Years atter their | Death 5 
| Vp and yet tis faid,, —— He is not the God of the Dead, 
but of the Living; then their Souls are Living, and do 

._ not ſleep: For if they did, it muſt be but a dreaming 
 - Happineſs their Souls enjoy till the Reſurrection. The 
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li Soul of Man is Ichmortal, and immediately after its 
f -parting with the Body. is received into a Building of 
„ God, which is Intimation ſufficient of a fixed State of 
9 Happineſ ; as more plainly appears from what Chriſt 
1 aid to the Malefactor on the Croſs, — 1d day ſhali 
* phon begwith me in Paradiſe, which was no other than 


ARS, an intermediate State of Bleſſedneſs. Our Lord did 
| not fay to him, he ſhould be that Day with him in his 
a \ Kingdom ; fox his Kingdom was not to be open till 
Wt" 7 after his Refarreltion. that himſelf was firſt to 
Os aſcend thither ; therefore his Soul, when parted from 
the Bod, went into Paradiſe, ——— a State of 
Bleſſednels\ As God breathed into Man the Breath 
of Life, and he became a Living Soul, conlequent- 
ly a Rational and Immortal Soul; and therefore 
when it returns, is carried N into dbr aham s 
e Boſom. IF the. Soul then 2 happy in a ſeparate 
S.tate, how much more will it be when the Body 
hall be Taisd from the Dead, and the Soul .reuni- 
ted, that ſo the whole Man may enjoy Eternal Life 
dy Jeſus Chriſt. who will change our vile Bodies, that 
de may be faſhioned like unto his glorious Body, 
e . | according 


* 


* 


to ſubdue all things t bimſell. Then will the Hap- 


 baſt given me, be with me where I am, that they may 


| God is the Creator thereof, which muſt be an 


ed by ſome Man; but he that built all things. is God. 


2 God Tat prepared A Place: to receive Kis EM | 
| 


. ˖— — 8 
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* 
— 


according 70 the mighty vr king, whereby be. is able ” 
ineſs be unſpeaſable and, fel! of Glory, in this Build- 
pas of God, CE Fathers Houſe where are m 


| Manſions. '=—— And this is our Bleſſed Saviour's 


Prayer, — Father, I will that they alſo whom thou 


3 


bebold my Glory which thou haſt given me. 


2. This Building is faid to be a Building of God, | 


> _ 
S © "IRS 


Illuſtration of its Excellency ;, becapſe the Builder is 
God. There is none able to compare with him, ho 

is excellent in Councel, and wonderful in all his Works. 

He made Heaven and Earth, and Mah after his own 
Image, capable of Glory; and thoſe who are ound 
obedient to his Heavenly Will, ſhall have an. Entrance 
adminiſtred unto em abundantly into the Everlaſting 


Kingdom of God. The Author to the Hebrews, ſet- „ 
ting forth the Pre- eminence of the Builder above the [ 
Byilding; ſays, As be that builded the -Hoxſe hath MN 
more Honour. than the Houſe, ſo every Houſe is build- | 


And in another, place tells us, That the. Patriarchs 
looꝶ d ſor a City, that had Foundations, whoſe Builder | 
and Maker was God; and deſired a better Country than | 
abat they mers in poſſeſfion of, namely, angUeavenly, | 


People, and he will prepare bis People for that 
Place. "If God at firſt formed Man in fo curious. a 
manner, as that the P/a/miſt ſhould ſay, He was fan- 


1 
XR 


— 


4 


Le a a ed a, 
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IO The Eternal Building; or, 
filly and wonderfully made; and theſe Bodies are no 
fore than Places for the Soul: Then, how much more 


excellent is this Building God, which he hath made 


for both Soul and Body? ); — And if Man be ſo 
excellent a Creature, and his Body poſſeſſed of fo no- 


ble a Nature, and honourabte Faculties, by the Soul 
dwelling therein; it's evident that he muſt be a glo- 
rious Being, who was the Creator of Man with fuch 


Cw pacities and extraordinary Privileges ; and 
at no Workmanſhip can ſtand in Competition with 


his, whoſe Glory the Heavens declare, and the Frma- 


ment ſheweth his Handy-work. But how incompre- 


_ henfible will this make him be, when this Body fhall 
be made a moſt glorious Body ? when this Mortal 


Jhall put on Immortality, and this Corruptible ſhall put 
on Incorruption, and be received imo a Burlding of 
God, far ſurpaſſing all earthly Structures? where the 
Almighty, the Builder bimfelf inhabiteth, where the 
King of Heaven keeps His Inperial Conrt, even that 
hieb and holy Place whereunto no Mortal Eye can ap- 
proach, and live! FFF | 


This is a Building, not again to be built, but a Place 
already built, and that by God. It's a Place pre- 
pared from the Foundation of the World, and made 
ready to be a Place of Reception ever fince. And in- 
afmuch as Man was born to no lefs than a Kingdom 
from the beginning, and this was prepared long be- 
fore in the Deſign and Intention; ſo when Man loft 
his Dominion, happpy was it for him that God had 
1 another Place, from whence he could not 
-1 


|; and which to order in all things and ſure, Chriſt, 
by his Death purchaſed, by his Ręſurrection overcame 
Death, and by his Aſcenſion took poſſeffiomof it, and 
8 8 prepared 
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8 it for a People made ready for the Lord. 
Muſt not this then be a glorious Place indeed, not on- 
ly worthy- God for a Dwelling, but for all thoſe he 


ſhall graciouſly be pleaſed to make the Objects of his 
Choice! Sara 


3. The Fxcellency of this Building is farther de- 
Clared (vis Eninentiæ) foraſmuch as it is faid to be 
an Houſe not made with Hands. 


Now, as this Body is made for the Soul, ſo this 
Houſe, not made with Hands, (i. e. not an Earthly but 
an Heavenly Building) is for Body and Soul when glo- 
riſied. If this Houſe be not made with Hands, not by 
mortal Men, whoſe Workmanſnip, tho' never ſo ſtrong 
and durable, muſt come to Ruin and Diſſdlution; then 
tis made by the Almighty God, which will never be 
_ diſſolved, nor its Foundations ever be raz d. 


— A 


2 


It's faid to be an Houſe, with regard to God, for 
he fills Heaven and Earth with his Preſence, and is 
preſent everywhere. It may be further called 25 
Houſe, becauſe in our Houſes we expect to dwell ſafe- 
ly; there it is we expect Peace and Reſt from all our 
Labours; and in Heaven, there's our Reſting-Place from 

all Sin and Sorrow, where we ſhall be free from all 
Difficulties, Dangers, Pains, Waſting Sickneſſes, and 
the preſſing Afflictions that attend humane Nature; 
rrhere we ſhall no longer ſow in Tears, but reap in 
Joy; where we ſhall no longer paſs thro' a Howling 
Wilderneſs to the Heavenly Canaan ; where all Tears [ 
Hall be wip'd from our Eyes ;, and whese we ſhall be { 
made infinitely happy 3 all that our Wit or | 
Conceit can imagine. f i 

2 a | 
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13ͤĩ The 


Eternal Building; or, 
AEST AAA 

In a Hoaſe we quietly 8155 our Friends, and con- 
verſe wich our Families; ſo in this Houſe we ſhall 
converſe with an 7nnumerable company of Angels, with 
the general Aſſembly, and Church of the Firſt-born 
which are written in Heaven, with God the Fudge of 
all, and the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, and with 
Feſus tbe Mediator of the New Covenant; and to- 
gether with thele, we ſhall converſe. with many 
of thoſe brave Souls, thoſe innocent Perſons we 
have heard and read of, and with many of our dear 
Relations and intimate Freinds, and that without any 
Jealouſie or Deſign one of another, and beeverlaſtingly 
glorious and happy according to the Promiſes of God; 
In this Houſe, not made with Hands; which is ſo ex- 
cellent and glorious, that St. Paul ſays, The inuiſiblie 
things of bim from the Creation of the World are clear- 


by ſeen, being underſſood by the things that are male, 
even his Eternal Power and Godhead : And therefore 


the Saints on Earth are ſaid to bleſs and magnifie his 


The moſt magnificent Temples and Places for the 
Worſhip of God made with Hands, however excel- 


lent and preferrable yet - cann't compare with this 


matchleſs Houle. this holy Place, this ſeraphick Seat, 
not made with Hinds. The Works of Nature exceed 
the Works of Art; but neither can come near, nor 
none compare with the Celeſtial Works of God, which 
excel the reſt of the Creation in Glory. What Re- 
ſemblance ſoever the Works of Men may bear to the 
Workmanſhip of God, yet no real Likeneſs: And 
what Aſſimilation then can in the leaſt be made, when 
the great Creator of all Things has made this Houſe 
for tne Admiration of his Glory? — = 
4. The 
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1 4. The Glory of this Great Builder is farther il 


luſtrated, inaſmuch as the Continuance and Perpetui- 
ty of this Houſe is eternal in the Heavens, — they 


will remain for ever, 


Ihe moſt ſtately Fabricks and curious Structures that 
were ever cretted with Hands, will moulder into what 


the Materials were at firſt compoled of, and reduced to 


nothing but what the wanton Winds will ſport with 
its Duſt; but this Building, this How/e is of an eternal 
Duration. If we conſult Hiſtorians, we may ſoon in- 
Form ourſelves what renowned Cities and famous Places 
have been built, whoſe Fame has reached the fartheſt 
Parts of the Earth, and brought the moſt diſtant Tra- 


veller to loſe himſelf with Admiration; which for 


E many hundred Years fince, have been levell'd with the 
-Duſt, and all its Pomp and Glory conſumed in its own. 


Rubbiſh, and not ſo much as one Stone left upon an- 


other to declare its Antiquity; and what is more re- 
markable, the Places where thoſe. Buildings ſtood are 
not to be found, and only known that ſuch Appella- 


tions and Titles were once given to ſome certain Places. 
This informs us, that whatever flatter d Epithets of 
Immortality have been inſcribd on the moſt laſting 


Palaces, they are but the Spoils of Time, which con- 


ſurnes and deſtroys rhem all, and are now no more : 


So will all the New Foundations fince laid in their 
room, become as Da 70 Daft, till the whole World 


in general ſhall be &ſo/ved, Time will wear out all 


Things, and cauſe their Glory to decay, until it {elf 
fhall expire, and be no more. But this Building of 
Gad, this Houſe not made with Hands, is Eternal, 
which no Time can demoliſh, nor ſet Bounds unto, 
becauſe its Duration will be to the As of — 
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4 The Eternal Building ; or, 


If the Glories above were not Ererna/, they could | 
never make us Happy; to think, that after they had | 


been poſſeſſed a ſhort, or a long Time, muſt be parted 
with; and tho' the Expiration of the longeſt Time 


was fer at the fartheſt diſtance, yet the Mind of Man 
being always looking forward, and unhappily diſpos d 
to anticipate its own Misfortunes, would at once a- 


bate all our Felicity: But ſince there will be no end 
of our Happineſs, nothing is able to damp our Joys, 
or take them 


from us, nor we from them, they 


© 
* 


And that which adds to all, and crowns the reſt, 
3s, that this Baiiling is in the Heavens, and not on 
the Earth, which is a Place common to J and 
y but in Heaven, where the Celeſtial Soci 
only have the Enjoyment, and Eternally remain in this 
happy Abode, and ſhall be free from the Diſturbance 
of the Wicked who will be caſt into Hell, and all the 
Nations that forget God : While the one en Joy this 
Happineſs, where are degrees of Glory, as one Star 
err from another in Glory ; the other ſhall be 
tormented with Eternal Miſery : The one ſhall go into | 
Life Everlaſting ; but other into Everlaſting 


| 94 And thus have L obſerved the particular Manner the 
Apoſile uſes, in bis Repraſation of this Happineſs. 


And thus it hath pleaſed God to ſet out the Glory 
of Heaven, by fuch Metaphors as might reach our 
Capacities, as Kingdoms, Thrones, Sceptres, Crowns, 
a Paradiſe, — Palace, Building of God, a Houſe 


, Erernal in the Heavens + —- 
And 


7 beyond what any other Knowledge could 


and therefore ſays the Apoftle 


e er n 
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And all this, to raiſe our moſt enlarg d AﬀeQions, 
and all the Powers of our Souls, he the 


Aſſurance and Expectation of Immortal Gly ar the 


Reſurrettion of the Faſt. 


III. I proceed now to what principally deſi | 4 
b this Text, namely, — To hem what > ok 
Afar ance the Saints ben, of their Heppineſe. 


we find, that the believing Proſpett of a Futnte 


Glory, whereof Chriſt's Reſurtection was an undeni- 


able Proof, was that which bore up the N the 
Apoſtle, and others with him, a upheld and pre- 


ſerved them from ſinking — all the Conflicts and 
Difficulties they met with in this World; for they 


efteem'd rhe Sufferings of this Life, as not worthy to be 
compared with the Glory which ſhould be orthy x in 


them; and turm that if they ſuffer'd for Chr ift bere, 


__ they ſhould tive and reien 70155 him bereafter. And | 
. then could more fully declare their happy Afﬀir- 
Tance than the Text ? We now, Sc. 


Their Faith proved to them an uncueſtiondble FI 
of Know! pranks an infallible Affurance of Ha ppineſs, 


And this was not a groundleſs Hope, or meer 
fition, but what would no way fail their TE 
e Fnow, 


cid aui. Not, We ſuppoſe, OT imagine; but, We know, 
We are perſuaded.” 


| The Chriſtian Knowledge out-does all other Kno- 
whatſdever, which is but imperfe& to thoſe in- 
alin Truths, which may and — molt nr 


I 6 F The Eternal Building; __ 


* return'd: But now they defire a better Country, that is, 


* 
* 


TCC. Corina ene ai Dl 
to be depended on; for whatever Hopes they afford 
us of Happinels, we 'ſhall as truly have the Enjoy- 


ment as if we were in the aQual Poſſeſſion; and in the 


mean time, thoſe things which are to come, will ſeem 
as if they werereally preſent. This is ſecured to the 


Saints by the greateſt Obligations, and after the ſtrong- 


eſt manner, That they might have ſtrong Conſolation, 
who have fled for Refuge to lay hold on the _ ſet be- 


fore tbem; which Hope they have as an Anchor of the 


Soul both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and which enters into that 
within the Vail, whither the Fore-runner is for them 
entred, even Feſus, made an High Prieſt for ever, Heb. 


6. 18, 19, 20. 


In the Old Teſtament, tho Heaven is frequently 
oblcured with Types and Figures, yet it's certain that 
the holy men of old. had a farther Proſpect than an 


_ earthly Canaan, by the Account St. Paul gives, when 

ſpeaking of the Patriarchs, ——— Theſe all died in 

Faith, not having received the Promiſes, but were per- 
| ſuaded*of them, and boped for them; and which appear 


to be the Subject of their diligent Waiting and conti- 
nual Expectation. They viewed, by. Faztb, thoſe things 
which were at the fartheſt. Diſtance ; and by Hope, em- 
braced that bleſſed and gloxious Place which they now 
enjoy for their. Inherarauce ; for they confeſſed that they 
were Strangers and Pilgrims on Earth. Indeed, Faith 
is the Subſtance of. things hoped for, and the Evidence 
of things not ſeen; and it was this Faith that anima- 
ted thoſe renowned Saints to live as they did, and 
which ſo much encouraged their future Hopes, as to 
{ay plainly, That they ſougbt a Country; and truly if 
they bad been mindjul. of that Country. from whence 
they came out, they migbt have had Opportunity to bave 


an 


c 


la- 
nd 
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this Salvation, had the higheſt Aſſurance · of 


* 


* 
* * 
. * 
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an heaventy : To which the Apoſtle ſubjoins, Where- 


fore God is not aſhamed to be called their God; for he 


hath prepared for them a City. No doubt they were 
often taught to defire and wait for a better Country 
than the Land of Canaan; and tho the Glory of Lands, 
yet they expected one, whole Glory hat was but a_ 
poor and mean Simile of; otherwiſe their Deſires and 

Waitings could not have been ſo acceptable to God. 
There are many Inſtances not only to confirm this hap- 
py State, but to ſhew what Aſlurance good Men had 


of it, as to their own Souls, as being their own pecu- 


liar Caſe. Fob declares his firm Belief of ſuch a 


State, which ſhould be conſummated at his Reſurre- 


Aion from the Dead; ſays he, I know that my Re- 

deemer livetb, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter diy 
upon the Earth. And tho after my Skin Worms deſtroy 
this Body, yet in my Fleſh ſhall T ſee God: whom I. ſhall 


ſee for my ſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall behold, and not a- 


nother; tho my Reins be conſumed within me. He was 
ſo well perſuaded of this, that it made him hold faſt 
his Integrity under all the great Trials and fore Cala- 


| mites he was exerciſed with, and which were ver 
much inhanced by his miſerable Comforters; t 


he knew that his Redeemer /rved, and like good old 
Facob, that honourable Saint, who long before lived 
by Faith, and died in Hope, breathing our his Soul 


into his Father's Boſom, with a moſt ardent ExpeQati- 


on of Chriſt, ——— Thave waited for thy Salvation, 
O Lord. Which when good old Simeon had 


ſeen, he breaks forth with his Nunc domittis, =——— 


Lord, tow letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace, for 
mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. And wy ſeen 
Salvation. The Phalmiſt h > certainly this — 


ernal 
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ble Hope and bleſſed Aſſurance, whether with a parti- 
cular Reference to himſelf alone, or prophetically to 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt; either is ſufficient to ſhew 
his Expectation of Happineſs ; and therefore ſays this 
Royal Prophet, My Fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in hope, for 
thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, neither wilt thou 


me the Path of Life in thy Preſence is fulneſs 
and at thy right band are Pleaſures for evermore, 


ſuffer thine holy one to ſee Corruption. Thou m 7 
Fo, 


16. 9, 10, 11. And again, Thou ſhalt guide me with 


thy Counſel, and afterward receive me into Glory. 


Whom bave I in Heaven but thee and there js. none 


upon Earth I defire beſides thee. My Heſb and my 
Heart fails; but God 1s the Strength of my Heart, and 


my Portion for ever, Pl. 73. 24, 25, 26. 


And in the New Teſtament, what greater Kzow- 
ledge can we have of Eternal Life and Happineſs, than 
is there aſſured us by e Chriſt, who hath brought 
Life and Immortality to Light by tbe Goſpel? Here it is 
that we meet with an exact Account of all God's Di- 
ſpenſations concerning us, and can trace the ſeveral 
obſcure Steps, both of our Miſery and Salvation; 
what we were at firſt by Nature, what afterwards by 


Corruption, and what ſince by Grace; how full of 


Death and Deſpair our Condition once was, and to what 
a lively Hope our Heavenly Father bath begotten us again 
by the Reſurrettion of Feſus Chriſt from the Dead. 
From the Goſpe/ we derive all our Dependences and 
Aſſurances; and it's ſaid to be the Power of God unto 
Salvation unto thoſe that believe. And lays the Evan- 
geliſt, -— Whoſcever belicvetb in the Son ſhall nat 
periſb, but habe everlaſting Life. Theſe gracious Pro- 
mi ſes are frequently repeated, tending to raiſe the AL 
ſurances the Saints have, who &now they in particular 

have 
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have a Reward. — Verily there is « Reward for 


the Righteous. And ſays St. Faul, I have fought agood 
Hebt, I have finiſh'd my Courſe, I bave kept the Faith; 
henceforth is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 


which the Lord the Righteous Fudge ſhall groe me at 


that Day. This is the Aſſurance St. Faul had of his 
own Happineſs as a Chriſtian, and as a Miniſter, and 
from hence every true Chriſtian may have the like Aſ- 
ſurance of this being his Cale in particular. They 


 Anow they have a Building of God, and are aſſured on t 


by Faith; for Faith aſſures, and thereupon Hope ex- 
peas; and the proper Object of Hope is an abſent 
Good: For we are ſaved by Hope, but Hope that is 


ſeen is not Hope: for what a Man ſeeth, why doth he 
yet hope for? For if we hope for that we ſee not, then 


do we with Patience wait for it, Rom. 8. 24, 25. The 
greateſt Support thar fincere Believers can have, is by 
Hope in Chrift, which is corroborated and ſtrengthen- 


ed by this Knowledge in the Text, and has a peculiar 


reipedt to the Reſurrett jon to Eternal Lite. And thus 


every true Believer Anows. We know, and are ſure, 
 fays the Apoſtle; We Know that all things ſhall work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who are 


called according to bis Purpoſe. We know that our La- 


bour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 


Nor were the Deſires of St. Paul and his Fellow La- 
bourers after this bleſſed State lets earneſt than their 
Belief and Hopes were firm and ſtedfaſt; as appears 
by the Verſes following our Text. For in this we 


groan earneſtly, deſiring to be cloathed upon with our 


Houſe which is from Heaven. If ſo be that being 
cloath d, we ſhall not be found naked. For we that art 
in this Tabernacle do groan, being burden'd; not for 
Ne 2 that 
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that we would be uncloath d, but cloath'd upon, that 
Mortality might be ſwallowed up of Life. And the 
Saints deſire Happineſs ſo much the more, becauſe 
they have ſo clear a Knowledge of it in this Life; 
which is expreſs d with abundance of Conſolation by our 
bleſſed Saviour, John 14. 1, 2, 3, 4. Let not your 
Hearts be troubled; ye believe in God, believe alſo in 
me. In my Father's Houſe are many Manſions; if it 
were not ſo, I would have told you: —— TI go to 
prepare a Place for you. Andif I go to prepare a Place 
for you, I will come again, and recerve you unto myſelf, 
that where I am, there ye may be alſo. —— And ob- 
ſerve, —— Whither I go ye know, and the Way ye 
know. And tho' the Saints have not the full Poſ- 
ſeſſion at preſent, yet they have an infallible Right 
and Title in the Fromiſe and Earneſt, in the Firſt Fruits 
and Beginnings of it, by him who hath purchas'd this 
Happineſs for them at the higheſt Rate, and is gone 
before to take poſſeſſion of it (as it were) in their 
Names, and prepare it for them : Whoſe Affurances 
alſo ariſe from the Teſtimonies of the Spirit of God, 
exciting and influencing in them thoſe excellent Gra- 
ces of Faith and Love to Chriſt, and guiding and di- 
recting them in the Ways of Virtue and true Piety : 


Their Aſſurance of Eternal Salvation may be depended 


upon. For ſuch being adopted into the glorious Fa- 
mily of Heaven, are become the Children of God; and 
if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and joint-Heirs 
with Chriſt. From hence it is they derive their Claim 
to this Inheritance: For the Father would never have 
taken em into the number of his Children, and into a 
Covenant Relation, if he did not defign to confer upon 
them their Inberizance : And therefore of his own free 
Gift they have this Title, to which he will exalt 
them in his own due time, that where be is, there 
Ce eh no I IDE Ee they 


= _£© #4 & ala it oe. ” 


t 
bs 
WT. 


_ The Saint, Aſſurance of Happineſs. 21 


they may be alſo. And in the mean time Chr;/? dwells: 
in their Hearts by Faith, and by his Spirit quickens. 
and enlivens them, that they may know whar js 
the Hope of bis Calling, and what the Riches of the 
Glory of bis Inheritance in the Saints, and what the 
exceeding Greatneſs of bis Power to usward. who. 
believe, according to the working of his mighty Power, 
which he wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him from 
the Dead, and ſet bim at his own Right Hand in the 
Heavenly Places; and fo on. Eph. 1. 18, 19, 20. 


Hereupon it 18, that Chriſt is ſaid to be in us the 
Hope of Glory; and that our Lives are hid with 


_ Chrift in God. And tho! it doth not yet fully appear 


what we ſhall be, yet in part it doth ; for we Ku, 
that when he ſhall _ we ſhall be like bim, for 
we ſhall fee him as he is. And it was under this 

Notion of receiving Chriſt, that St. ohn was ſo well 


ſatisfied in the Security of the Eternal Reward : For, 
_ obſerve, he ſays, We hall be hike him; — There's 


the Perfection of our Natures: ———— We ſhall ſee 


him as be is; — There's the Excellency of our 


Enjoyments. 


While we are in this World, we have an undoubted 
knowledge of our Future State; but as to the Particu- 
lars thereof, that's vailed from Human Nature, and 
obſcured from the moſt penetraring Aſpect;—— 
We Know but little of it. For in Things that de- 
pend upon Divine Revelation (and ſuch certainly is 
our Future Happineſs) tis impoſſible for us to know 
any more than God is pleaſed to manifeſt to us. 


That Good Men ſhall be Happy in another World, 
God has revealed to us in General: But then as to the 


Friend; made her paſs ch 
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Particular Circumſtances of this Happineſs, they are 
ſtill conceal'd from us. But we have thus much to 


„ „This we Anow, This we are confidently 
ured of Thet if the Ezrthly Houſe of this Tabernatle 
be diſſolved, we haue a Building of God, a Houſe not 
made with Hande, Eternal in the Heavens. 


And this was what bins: our Deceaſed 
fully through 7h75 
World, and gave her Affurance of the World 10 
come. For ſhe Rnew in whom ſhe believed ; and that 


her the Earthly Houſe of ber Tabernacle was fe 
ond, de bad a Building of God. 


She was 2 Gentlewoman that had nitfinhl to coN- 
fderable Accompliſhments, which ſhe improved in 
being an Ornament to her Profeſſion. Her Religion 
taught her ſuch an excellent Diſpoſition : And her 
Humility and Patience. throughout the whole courſe 


of het Actions were ſo conſpicuous, that none who 


were acquainted with her, can entertain a diſteſpect. 
ful Thought of her Memory. | ? 


Her Illneſs was growing on her 2 conſiderable time, 


amd waſted her extremely, till at laft it brought her upon 
her Death-bed : But under all her Sickneſs and Pains, 


that Humility and Patience which fo much adorn d 
her Life before, was now the mote remarkable, in 


her Submiſſion to the Divine Will without the leaſt 


Complaint, and gave ſufficient Demonſtration of the 
Work of Grace v ht on her Heart; and at laſt 
breathed out lier Soul, without ſo much 28 a Sigh 
or Groan, that could be heard or perceived. 50 
that we have good Teaſon to believe ber among 
thoſe happy Souls that have died in the Lord 
In a ; Bleſſed Place we leave her. All 
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Al that now remains, is to make the 


APPLICATION. 


What has been faid, ſhould lead us 

er, What this Body of ours is, Which is ld 
an Eorrbly Hoſe; and tho like an Hoyſe curioulſly 
built, and affords a good Proſpect, yet but an Eerthiy 
Houſe It was formed out of the Duſt of the 
Earth; Duſt thou art, and unto Duſt ſhalt thou re- 
turn, We dwell in Houſes of. Cle, whoſe Faunda- 
tions are in the Dreſt, aud which aze cruſb d ſooner 
than a Moth. This ſhould put us in mind of the 
Frailty of Human Nature, how many Accidents, at- 
tend us, how many Diſeaſes are incident to our Bo- 
dies, and which continually happen, to carry us oft 
the St 1 this World. The Froſhet tells us, A 
Fleſh is ; Graſs, and the Glory of Man is os the Fey 
of Graſs, the Groſs witberetb, and the Flower theregf 
fadleth away. And ſays holy Fob, Man that is born 
of a Woman is of for days, and full of trouble; he 
cometh forth as. a flower, and is cut down ; be Alb 
as a ſhadow, and continuetb not. oy 


Since then our Time is ſo ſhort, and our Life Fad 
as a Vapour, which is a Fume extracted out of the 
Earth, bat juſt appears, and then vaniſhes atvay . 


Let us be / wiſe as to underſtand this, and Kohler 
our Latter End, 


addy 


— —— — — — 
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 2dly. This Body is not only call'd an Earthly 
Houſe, but, the Earthly Houſe * this Iabernacle. 


Tabernacles or Tents are but the meaneſt Dwellings, 
and moſt contemptible Cottages, made up of the 
coarſeſt Stuff, juſt to ſecure the Perſon within from 


the Weather; and were chiefly in uſe among Shepherds 


and Travellers, and now among Soldiers: Which ſhews 


our Warfare, That at good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, 


we muſt endure Hardſhip, to maintain the Honour of 


fo great a Maſter, in Whoſe Cauſe we are en- 


paged. 


And if theſe Tens or Tabernacles were alſo uſed - 


by Shepherds and Travellers of old, —— What then 
can more accurately ſet forth our State, that we are 
Strangers and Pilgrims on Earth, and Sojourners in the 
Land, as all our Fathers were ? We read of Abraham, 


* 


that he ſojourned in the Land of Promiſe, as in a 


ſtrange Country, dwelling in Tabernacles, with Tſaac 
ond Jacob, the Heirs with bim of the ſame Inheritance. 


Which ſhews us, we are in a ſtrange Country, we 


dwell in Meſech, and ſojourn in a weary Land. We 
are on our Way, paſſing. through, not only a 


ſtrange, but an ill-natur'd Country. We are tra- 
velling to our Father's Houſe, where we ſhall, as 


ſoon as we arrive thither, have Reſt from all our 


Fatigues; for there remaineth a Reſt for the People 


of God. And when Chriſt calls his People Home, he 
ſays; © Come to thy Reſt; enjoy what thou couldſt 
«© not meet with in that World in which thou haſt 
« liv'd. Thou haſt been, like Noab's Dove, weary'd 
« with flying over the face of the Waters: Come 
DP «mo 
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4 into the Ark, where thou ſhalt be ſafe: Leave it, 


* as Abrahom left his Native Country, and his Fa- 
* ther's Houſe, without Heſitation or Reply to the 
Call of God, when the Good of a more plentiful 
« Country is thine. Reckon not thy ſelf a Loſer, 
4 tho thou muſt lay down thine Earthly Tabernacke ; 

« for, at the ſame Time thou parteſt Bick al thoſe 
« Corru ions, which Grace had not rooted out; 
ce and al thoſe tormenting Fears, by which thy Thoug > 
< have been diſcompos d, and almoſt diſtracted; 
* thoſe Burdens which have made thee walk oft, 15 
e thy Days. Tell thy Perſecutors, That their 2 


5 hich cul not be ſtopr before, ihall purſue th! = 


* no faärther. There the wicked "= from troubling 3 
10 and there the weary are at Tet.” 


3 The pd Houſe o this nue muſt. » 
abb 9 ont Ata 

We _ * aw 1027 — 1 r M bees and 
they. muſt be djſo/ved, and "mbuiger into Duſt. As 
Storms and Tempeſts beat upon Gur Tabernacle, and 
meet with the Iatabjtark Ln 10 violent Diſtemper 
or another ſeixes the Body, and removes us from this 
Farthly Houſe + Or if we eſcape theſe Tempeſts, the 
Tabernacle” may be worn out by long Uſe; ſo will our 


. bote bo difſickved. Loet us then often think of our 


Notation, and prepare accordingly. 'It's but à little 
wille 1 ther our Bodies are ſerviceable for our Souls: 
For, fays Fob, What is our Strength, that we ſhould 

bope > and what is our End, that” we ſhould prolong our 
Life e Is our Strength the Strength of Stones? or is 4 
Fleſh of Braſs © No; we are haſt'ning to the Duſt. 
Tame Jor all Men once mY die. What Man is 5 


that 


Irrer — — Te — ——_— — 


D 


Let him Nara tbe o, Darkneſs, 
And thrige * 15 bleſſed will it be fox All 


A Bk. ad ſhall my © on Tea ell he delver 


714 rom the Grabe? And Lys the Wiſeman, Tho 
live many Wears, und rejoice in them all; yet 
they Shall be 


wee, who, with sel Aſſurance, when the time 
their departure. is. as bend 
Ae fa 85 ll d, and 10 be with Chr H. 


7 the Burgh Houſe ot this Tebernacle muſt be 


: ae . Ferſons dught we to be 
- tar all manner of Connerfation and Godlinefs? How 


ould we be continually thinking on our Letter End; 


Nox flattering our f with the Thoughts of 2 long 


Continuance here; but that the Conſideratiom of out 


deing diſſoly d, ſhould make us live every Day as tho 


it were our laſt, and learu to die daily. This would 
be a means to baniſh from our Minds all Pride and 


Affectation, make us modeſt in our own Conceits, and 
tow in cur on Eyes; welking banh 


with: aur "God. 


What is chere in this. World that 
it? Alt its Fomp and Gzeatneſa muſt and: And theſe Bo- 


dies ckatere cloath ſane and gay, take ſo much Pains 
with, and ſpend ſo much Time about, muſt be laid in = 
the Daſt 'the Earth,. The Earth we ſo unconcer- 


nedly traverſe, will & re long recti ve us into its cold 
Embraces; and the Rich and Poot, However d iſtant 
in this 1 muſt hoth meet togethet in the Grave. 
It's good for us then to be week ahd bumble; for how 
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